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no weapons of mass destruction in its posses-
sion.

Diplomats have carried out a very difficult,
a very complex work. And we do believe that
we have to stay within the framework of the
work being carried out by the Security Coun-
cil of the United Nations. And we do believe
that, together with the United States, we can
achieve a positive result. As you know, our
recent past gives us—we have a example of
that kind, and the level achieved in our bilat-
eral relations between Russia and the United
States gives us hope that we can achieve such
results.

President Bush. Thank you all. We've got
a plane to catch. Don’t keep us waiting.
Thank you all. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:55 p.m. at Cath-
erine’s Palace. In his remarks, President Putin re-
ferred to Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida
terrorist organization, and President Pervez
Musharraf of Pakistan. A reporter referred to Abd
al-Rahim al-Nashiri, Al Qaida’s chief of operations
for the Persian Gulf. President Putin spoke in
Russian, and his remarks were translated by an
interpreter.

Joint Statement by President George
W. Bush and President Vladimir V.
Putin on Development of the U.S.-
Russian Energy Dialogue

November 22, 2002

Last May, we launched an energy dialogue
to strengthen the overall relationship be-
tween our countries, and to enhance global
energy security, international strategic sta-
bility, and regional cooperation. Already we
can see important benefits from this new as-
pect of our relations.

A key success in this new dialogue was the
first-ever U.S.-Russia Commercial Energy
Summit held in Houston in the beginning
of October with the participation of both
countries’ governmental, business and sci-
entific circles. The Houston Summit created
new avenues for dialogue and cooperation on
energy issues and led to decisions on con-
crete new investment projects and programs
and business arrangements. We thank the
more than 70 companies that contributed to
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its success and look forward to the next en-
ergy summit, to be hosted in Russia in 2003.

We also support the further strengthening
of relations between the U.S. Department of
Energy, the U.S. Department of Commerce,
the Ministry of Energy of Russia, and the
Ministry of Economic Development and
Trade of Russia. We welcome as well the ac-
tivities of the intergovernmental American-
Russian Working Group on Energy Coopera-
tion. We note our Ministers’ commitment to
educational initiatives to promote best tech-
nical and managerial practices.

Commercial cooperation plays the key role
in the U.S.-Russia Energy Dialogue. One of
the most important results of the Houston
Summit was the establishment of the Com-
mercial Energy Working Group. We strongly
support the efforts of the American and Rus-
sian companies involved to identify new and
mutually beneficial commercial opportuni-
ties and to take down barriers to trade and
investment.

At present, American and Russian compa-
nies are working hard to further connect the
American and Russian energy markets. We
welcome the first delivery to the United
States of Russian crude oil in July; the estab-
lishment of enterprises that will market Rus-
sian energy in the U.S.; and the proposal to
build a deep-water port in Russia for energy
exports. As a symbolic example of our deep-
ening energy relationship, we note that for
the first-time ever Russian crude oil was de-
livered to the United States Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve.

Investment is necessary to ensure the fur-
ther development of Russia’s energy and en-
ergy transportation sectors. To that end, we
welcome several memoranda of under-
standing recently signed by Russian compa-
nies with the Export-Import Bank of the
United States, as well as agreements signed
with the Overseas Private Investment Cor-
poration.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.
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Joint U.S.-Russia Statement on Iraq
November 22, 2002

We have expressed our serious concern
about the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction. In this context, we pledge our
full support for the implementation of UN
Security Council resolution 1441. We call on
Iraq to comply fully and immediately with
this and all relevant UN Security Council
Resolutions, which were adopted as a nec-
essary step to secure international peace and
security.

We firmly support the efforts of the
United Nations Monitoring, Verification and
Inspection Commission Chairman and the
International Atomic Energy Agency Direc-
tor General to fulfill their responsibilities
under UN Security Council resolutions.

We call on Iraq, in strict compliance with
UNSC resolution 1441, to cooperate fully
and unconditionally in its disarmament obli-
gations or face serious consequences.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Proclamation 7629—National Farm-
City Week, 2002

November 22, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Agriculture has always been a cornerstone
of our Nation’s way of life. As wise stewards
and innovative entrepreneurs, our dedicated
farmers and ranchers improve our well-being
by working to ensure a healthy and abundant
agricultural supply. To succeed in this impor-
tant enterprise, our farmers rely on essential
partnerships with urban communities to sup-
ply, sell, and deliver finished products across
the country and around the world. During
National Farm-City Week, we recognize the
importance of this cooperative network to
the success of America’s agricultural indus-
try.

Farming was America’s first industry.
Today, this industry provides us with many
of the necessities of life, such as food, cloth-
ing, and, increasingly, fuel for our energy
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needs. Agriculture employs more than 24
million workers including farmers, shippers,
processors, marketers, grocers, truck drivers,
inspectors, and others who annually con-
tribute more than $1.3 trillion to our gross
domestic product. In the international mar-
ket, our farmers export more than $50 billion
in products that help feed people in countries
around the world. As we welcome new op-
portunities for trade, the hard work and suc-
cessful cooperation between farmers and city
workers will continue to play a vital role in
our Nation’s success and will continue to be
a critical resource for countless people here
at home and around the globe.

My Administration remains committed to
helping the millions of Americans who work
in the agricultural industry. Earlier this year,
I signed the Farm Security and Rural Invest-
ment Act of 2002 to support these important
workers and to strengthen the farm economy.
This Act will help our farmers and ranchers
by providing financial assistance that encour-
ages sound conservation and environmental
practices, and promotes open trade. And to
expand opportunities for our farmers to com-
pete in the international marketplace and en-
courage further economic growth, my Ad-
ministration is committed to opening inter-
national markets and reducing tariffs and
other barriers to food distribution throughout
the world.

Farm-city collaborations help maintain
and improve our Nation’s food supply and
contribute to a better quality of life for count-
less citizens. With this Farm-City Week ob-
servance, we commend the many Americans
whose hard work and ingenuity reflect the
true spirit of America and help ensure a pros-
perous future for all.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 22
through November 28, 2002, as National
Farm-City Week. I call upon all Americans,
in rural and urban communities, to join in
recognizing the accomplishments of all those
who work together to produce and promote



